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Sustainable Stillwater MN

OUR VISION: A sustainable, healthy life for all in Stillwater, MN.

OUR MISSION: Support initiatives that promote social, economic,
and environmental resiliency in Stillwater, MN.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION WORKGROUP:

The active transportation workgroup aims to increase active
transportation like cycling and walking and to reduce the use of
carbon emitting vehicles.
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About the “Summer 2019 Active
Transportation Survey”

What the survey is:

® A general, initial survey within Stillwater to capture themes about transportation
preferences within the community

®* A guide to create dialog with city leaders and residents about community
transportation preferences

What the survey is NOT:

e Ahhighly statistical representation of Stillwater to represent a form of “vote” for
change

* Athorough, in depth, analysis to determine specific preferences within
community demographic groups

® Intended to replace or override any other community development or planning
survey
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How the survey was designed

Four main question categories: Interviewee basic demographics captured:
* Traffic * Stillwater Business employee/owner

® Pedestrians and biking * Stillwater resident

* Parking ® Visitor to Stillwater

® Shuttle and/or bus service

Survey was offered in two methods:
®* On-line survey

® Personal, solicited interviews
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Subcategories for questions:
* Traffic

®* Heavy truck traffic
®* Speed limits
®* Speed enforcement

® Traffic noise

® Pedestrians
® Crosswalks

®* Sidewalks
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How the survey was designed

Subcategories for questions:

* Bicycling

Bicycle friendliness

* Parking

® Shuttle and/or bus service

Main street parking

Electric car accessibility

Shuttle service options
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Who responded to the survey?

On-line survey (total)
® Stillwater resident
® Stillwater business

® Non-Stillwater/visitor

Personal, solicited survey
* Stillwater resident

® Stillwater business

® Non-Stillwater/visitor
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445 responses
373, (83.8%)

36, (8.1%)

58, (13%)

21 responses
6, (28.6%)
7, (33.3%)
8, (38.1%)
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Analysis and Scoring

Format of Summary:

On-line:
o 36.1% Yes
:Mﬁmmw 53.9% No
6.7% N.O.

® Keep the electrical speed limit recor
@ Speed doesn’t jump out as the firsti

EA S

On-line survey

% Summary of
on-line survey,
using only Yes,
No, and No
Opinion
responses (as a %
of all on-line
responses only)

Actual Pie chart
from on-line
survey summary
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Solicited:
14% Yes
67% No
19% N.O.

% Summary of
solicited survey,
using only Yes,
No, and No
Opinion
responses (as a %
of all solicited
responses only)

OVERALL:
35.1% Yes
54.4% No

% Summary of
both surveys,
using only Yes
and No,
responses (as a %
of total
responses from
both surveys)

Moderate
No

Suggested signal
from TOTAL survey
responses
(combined surveys)

< 10% difference
=|nconclusive

10%-20% difference
=Moderate

>20% difference
=Strong
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Category 1, Traffic

1. Do you think that heavy truck traffic is a positive or negative to downtown business?

@ Positive

@ Negative

@ Mo Opinion

@ Mol grodt, Bul you i (0 R e
@ Weekands and aves should be not...
@ Mot certain of opinkon other than it i
@ | think the delivary vehicles ane nec. ..
@ Mo affect on business.

. 1w
On-line survey

On-line:
7.2% Pos.
73.9% Neg.
14.8% No Op.

Solicited:
0% Pos.
48% Neg.
52% No Op.

OVERALL:
6.8% Positive
72.7% Negative

Strong
Negative

2. Would you be in favor of a bypass route around Stillwater for truck traffic going to and

from the new bridge?

P ves

@ No

@ No Opmion

@ 15t an alemabive roue o svaita
@ Other routes are already available
@ Mot il thal bypass route i Hwy 36,
@ 50 long as it doesn't increase truck t
@ Yos, assuming this means simply e

. 14 W
On-line survey
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On-line:

73.9% Yes

12.4% No
8.8% N.O.

Solicited:

95% Yes
0% No
5% N.O.

OVERALL:
74.8% Yes
11.8% No

Strong
Yes
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Category 1, Traffic

3. Would you like to see fewer if any heavy trucks passing through downtown?

@ Yes
@ Ho
B No Opinion

@ Over the road commercial haulers y

@ Loss traffic in general would be gre
@ Construction is fine for building con

. 1Y
On-line survey

@ Theay nesd 10 get 1o business's and.

@ Only for making deliveries o march. ..

On-line:

76.7% Yes
9.3% No
10.9% N.O.

Solicited:

71% Yes
5% No

24% N.O.

OVERALL:
76.4% Yes
9.1% No

4. Do you think that traffic speed is an issue on Main Street Stillwater?

@ Yes

@ No

@ Mo Opinion

@ Sometimes when traffic is light

@ Pedestrian traffic and bikes should
@ Mot on most of Main Street. Just the.
@ Keep the elactrical speed limit recor
@ Speed doesn’t jump out as the firsti

. 13
On-line survey
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On-line:

36.1% Yes

53.9% No
6.7% N.O.

Solicited:
14% Yes
67% No
19% N.O.

OVERALL:
35.1% Yes
54.4% No

Strong
Yes

Moderate
No
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Category 1, Traffic

5. Do your think that traffic speed is an issue in Stillwater residential areas?

On-line; Solicited: OVERALL:

41.3% Y 5% Y o= .
NO CHART gk N 39.8% Yes Inconclusive

15.3% N.O. 57% N.O. 40.9% No

6. Do your think that the speed limit in Stillwater downtown and in residential areas
should be lowered from 30 mph to 25 mph?

@ Yes

@® No

@ No Opinion - On-line: Solicited: OVERALL:

@ Mainly on Main St where traffic is i —_—

@ What difference would it make there. .. 42.9% Yes 57% Yes 43.5% Yes Inconc‘uSive
& oo s oo mtnmres 43:8% NoO LEbNe 42.6% No

.Theiss.ueismoreﬂm{carsonlhen 7.9% N.O. 24% N.O. :

114y
On-line survey

SUSTAINABLE
R
— Summer 2019 Active Transportation Survey Summary 1/12/2020 11

STILLWATER
MINNESOTA



Category 1, Traffic

/. Do you think speed limits are adequately enforced in Stillwater?

P Yes

® No

& No Opanion

@ Don't know

@ Pedestrians and bikers should stay .
@ Don't really hawve any stats on this. .
. | thimk there is racal profiling in trafli. .

. =R J
On-line survey

3. Do you think traffic noise is an issue in downtown Stillwater and Main

@ Yos

® Mo

@ Mo Opinion

@ Sometimes

@ Motorcycles are an issue

@ The only noise i find a big probbem__.
@ Motorcycle traffic on 95 in the summer
@ only motorcydes

. 1Y
On-line survey
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On-line:
33.3% Yes
37.8% No
25.6% N.O.

On-line:
48.4% Yes
34.5% No

11.9% N.O.

Solicited:
24% Yes
24% No
52% N.O.

Solicited:
33% Yes
38% No
29% N.O.

OVERALL:
32.8% Yes
37.1% No

OVERALL:
47.7% Yes
34.6% No

Inconclusive

Moderate
Yes
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and motorcycles in downtown?

@ No
@ Mo Opinion

@ Really the town is for everyonelll

. 14Y
On-line survey
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@ Elimination of trucks is good, but do....
@ My expenence is it's hard to prove t

@ | rve on Main Street, 620 N Main, b. .
@ Yes, the motorcycles especially don...

On-line:
53.4% Yes
24.1% No
16.9% N.O.

Category 1, Traffic

Solicited:
43% Yes
19% No
38% N.O.

OVERALL:
52.9% Yes
23.8% No

Strong
Yes

1/12/2020
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Category 2, Pedestrians

10. should Stillwater have better pedestrian crosswalks downtown with safer, more

modern features?

& Yes

@ No

' No Opinion

@ hitps-ivaw you hitps 2 fws youtub. ..
@ | don'l know whal these are or woul ..
@ If's really hard to see current cross. ..

@ itis & small town, pedestrian slands

@ pemaps flashing kghts for crosswalks

o 173Y
On-line survey

On-line:

60.4% Yes

26.4% No
9.2% N.O.

Solicited:
71% Yes
14% No
14% N.O.

OVERALL:
60.9% Yes
25.8% No

Strong
Yes

11. po you think the current sidewalks are adequate for pedestrian volume and traffic

downtown?

e
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@ Yes

@ No

@ No Opinion

@ This is a test answer

@ Truck bypass should atso be invitin

@ Not sure if the City (we) have this in
@ Itis so seasonal. Not adequate for s
@ TERRIBLE sidewalks!| UNSAFE

. 1"y
On-line survey

Summer 2019 Active Transportation Survey Summary

On-line:

53.0% Yes

35.5% No
6.7% N.O.

Solicited:
52% Yes
33% No
14% N.O.

OVERALL:
53.0% Yes
35.4% No

Moderate
Yes

1/12/2020

14



Category 2, Pedestrians

12. Should Stillwater increase sidewalk width to support the pedestrian volume (especially
on weekends) and improve the pedestrian experience?

@ Yes
® No
@ No Opinion . a._Q
. On-line: Solicited:
@ May cost a lot of money . OVERALL:
.Emrrpgs;ime, but don't know ... 37.0% Yes 43% Yes m -
o e 435%No  33% No 3% ves | Inconclusive
@ | would prioritize better/safer crossw. .. 13.5% N.O. 24% N.O. 43.1 % NO

. v
On-line survey "

13. would you support wider sidewalks even if it meant removing some on-street parking?

@ Yes

- On-line: Solicited: OVERALL:
) ® Pating st e e v 29.6%Yes  43%Yes | 30-0vee Strong
@ i waomamromes | 98:8%No  33% No o No
’ s 61%N.0.  24%N.0. |>9:6%No
Not sure
14V

On-line survey
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Category 2, Pedestrians

14. would you support increased sidewalk width even if it meant removal of turn lanes?

@ Yes

& No

& No Opinion

@ Yes, but direct people betier to park
@ Yes, but there are some tum lanes. .
@ need more info

@ Not sure

@ Maybe Would nead (o see a render

: . 1Y
On-line survey

On-line:

15.8% Yes

73.6% No
6.5% N.O.

Solicited:
29% Yes
38% No
33% N.O.

OVERALL:
16.3% Yes
72.0% No

Strong
No

15. Do you think it is good that Stillwater is becoming a “destination city” for weekend

bicyclists?

® Yes

@ No

@ No Opinon

@ | don't know what this means 1111
@ Ilike it but i have noticed that the bi

@ emphatically YESII

On-line survey'? ¥
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@ Better than atiracting Harley Davids__.

@ Depends on what developments oc__.

On-line:

78.8% Yes
7.4% No

10.1% N.O.

Solicited:

90% Yes
0% No

10% N.O.

OVERALL:
79.3% Yes
7.1% No

Strong
Yes

1/12/2020
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Category 2, Pedestrians

16. Should Stillwater also create bike lanes on City streets for better bike accessibility
through downtown for visitors and residents?

® ves On-line: Solicited: .

e oprer 39.7% Yes 52% Yes —28, gmlélé I lusi

© ot vt s ot k.. 411%No  43% No 20 nconclusive
.Yas,r;nio?ﬁainsnaelasmamai 1 1 ~5% N-O 5% N'O 41 .2 /0 NO

@ | am a cyclist and | think the town is. ..
@ Maybe, again, would need o see w...

On-line surv%‘

17. Do you think that downtown Stillwater is properly configured and safe for biking?

® Yes

®No On-line: Solicited:

@ No Opinion :

D ® Needp; stopsign on northbound Wa 31 O% Yes 1 O% Yes m Moderate
@ Bikers dont use bike paths downtow. . 43.4% No 76% NO 30.0% YeS
@ The bike path is awesome. Other st 0
, @ yes if you are on the trail 18.8% N.O. 14% N_O_ 47.1 /0 NO No
@ Probably not with such historic struc_.
On-line survew
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Category 3, Parking

18. would you be in favor of removing parking from one side of Main Street in order to
prioritize walking and biking (expanded sidewalk, more trees, bike lanes, etc.)

® Yes

® No .

@ No Opinion On-line:

@ Not needed. 0

@ There is not enough oarking downlo 41 -0 /0 YeS
@ Again, proposals are being made wi 45.6% No
@ Tough choice hera. Not sure what's.. 52% NO

@ need more info

On-line survey* ¥

Solicited:
43% Yes
43% No
14% N.O.

OVERALL:
41.1% Yes
45.5% No

Inconclusive

19. would you consider removing both lanes of parallel parking on Main Street to create

a more “boulevard” look?

@ Yes

®No .

@ No Gpinion On-line:

@ Only il we filled the empty shops alo. 305% Yes
@ This would make Main Street oh so

@ Maybe 54.5% No

@ | would, but only if the parking issue 0,
@ Yes - with additional parking ramp t... 6.5% N.O.

On-line survey’"
SUSTAINABLE
A
I

STILLWATER
MINNESOTA

Summer 2019 Active Transportation Survey Summary

Solicited:
29% Yes
52% No
19% N.O.

30.4% Yes
54.4% No

OVERALL:

Strong
No

1/12/2020

18



Category 3, Parking

20. Should some downtown parking spaces be equipped with charging stations and
reserved for electric cars?

@ Yes

E:E o 20";'3/"525 Zg(‘;fiyees* OVERALL:

This is a good idea, but important to. . 0 0 -
:g:t;:llh;a:glsgzet-mmgooduse... 383% NO 19% NO 41 .1 Z/O YeS Inconc‘uSIve
@ Take that to the new parking ramps... 16.9% N.O. 19% N.O. 37-4/0 NO

@ Yes, as well as charging stations in__.

on-line survey”"

271. would you be in favor of converting premium street parking to paid metered parking
if the money would be used for downtown pedestrian and biking improvements.

@ Yes
@ No
o Opinion -li . S I. .t d: .
::;Z On I(:ne 00|C| e OVERALL: Strong
@ No main st parking; paid on other 5. 29.0% Yes 38% Yes 29 4% Yes
& wompomsbomey  60.4%No  48% No o a0 N No
@ Ifitalso |:cludﬁen;‘:0r:\::er|:1napw... 65% NO 14% NO ) 0 O

On-line survey v
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Category 4, Shuttle Service

2 2. Should Stillwater create a seasonal weekend shuttle service to downtown so visitors
can park their cars a distance away from downtown?

® Yes
® No
aﬁ iy On-line: Solicited: | OVERALL:
gii @® Maybe = . . :
® YesyIF it would be paid for by users. .. 63.5% Yes 76% Yes N Strong

: 61.4% Yes
<y 20.3% No  10% No 19.8% No Yes
® if needed by taking away parking sp 9.7% N.O. 14% N.O. i

On-line survey*“Y

23. Would you like to see Stillwater create better mass transit connections within
Stillwater and to other areas of the metro area?

@® Yes
® No

% - A—_— On-line: Solicited: OVERALL:
@ Only after we have improved our o.. ]

; 26.4% No 14% No
@ sure, explorin
O o2 18.1% N.O.  14% N.O. 25.9% No Yes
@ Possibly

li 17”2V
SUSTAINABLE On-line survey

R
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Results - Summary

Strong Signal:

1. Do you think that heavy truck traffic is a positive or negative to downtown business? NEGATIVE

2. Would you be in favor of a bypass route around Stillwater for truck traffic going to and from the
new bridge? YES

3. Would you like to see fewer if any heavy trucks passing through downtown? YES

9. Would you like to see Stillwater do more to control loud vehicle noises from trucks, cars, and
motorcycles in downtown? YES

10. Should Stillwater have better pedestrian crosswalks downtown with safer, more modern
features? YES

13. Would you support wider sidewalks even if it meant removing some on-street parking? NO

14. Would you support increased sidewalk width even if it meant removal of turn lanes? NO
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Results - Summary

Strong Signal:

15. Do you think it is good that Stillwater is becoming a “destination city” for weekend bicyclists?
YES

19. Would you consider removing both lanes of parallel parking on Main Street to create a more
“boulevard” look? NO

21. Would you be in favor of converting premium street parking to paid metered parking if the
money would be used for downtown pedestrian and biking improvements. NO

22. Should Stillwater create a seasonal weekend shuttle service to downtown so visitors can park
their cars a distance away from downtown? YES

23. Would you like to see Stillwater create better mass transit connections within Stillwater and to
other areas of the metro area? YES
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Results - Summary

Moderate Signal.

4. Do you think that traffic speed is an issue on Main Street Stillwater? NO
8. Do you think traffic noise is an issue in downtown Stillwater and Main Street? YES

11. Do you think the current sidewalks are adequate for pedestrian volume and traffic downtown?
YES

17. Do you think that downtown Stillwater is properly configured and safe for biking? NO
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Observations

1. There can be a bias to any survey and this is not the exception. There are no
“repeat” responses, but the survey results are overwhelmingly from “Stillwater
Residents”

2. The “Stillwater Resident” responses can be influenced by how much time they
spend downtown, why they visit downtown, whether they park downtown, and
whether they personally bicycle. Responding that something is an issue, is
personalized as to whether it is an issue to “them”.

3. There is a definite grouping of respondents who support the “status quo”.
Approximately 32 respondents (7.2%) had between 94% - 100% universal
responses across the survey as positive to the “current state” and negative to
all potential changes. This is not a comment that their response is not valid,

only that it is an observation.

SUSTAINABLE
A : .
- Summer 2019 Active Transportation Survey Summary 1/12/2020 24

STILLWATER
MINNESOTA



Observations

4, The survey did not intend to dive into complex issues and discussions on “how
to” solve the complex issues. Questions about parking (when asked at the
“solicited” surveys) were influenced by alternate solutions. Any question about
changes to sidewalks that could affect parking had comments such as “but
where would the parking go”. When discussed with the respondents, the
vision of change is more positive when assuming that there would be an
alternate solution to the other, underlying issue.

5. Main Street traffic noise was generally seen as a negative, however some
respondents commented that even though they did not like the noise, they
were concerned about the loss of downtown business if the traffic noise was
curtailed.
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Observations

0. Bicycling in downtown can be misunderstood. Respondents overwhelmingly
were positive to Stillwater being a bicycle “destination city”, but because the
survey was random, there is no way of knowing how many of the respondents
were actually bicyclists themselves, or understood the current state.

During the personal, solicited surveys, most bicyclists (predominately visitors
to Stillwater) did not feel that downtown was conducive to bicyclists. However,
residents and business owners who were not bicycling, did not feel that there
were any issues, and sometimes responded that “bicyclists should stay off the
roads anyway”. This is a possible gap in this survey based on the personal
perceptions of individuals based on whether they personally bicycle.
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Observations

/. There were comments about the downtown sidewalks on Main Street that
even when respondents felt they did not want to change traffic flow or parking
to expand the sidewalk width, even with the current sidewalk width, the

sidewalk pedestrian flow can be enhanced by removing objects and clutter
from the sidewalks.

3. The survey shows that even though there was not a strong desire to change
the current sidewalk width, Main Street parking, and turn lanes, there is a

strong signal that the pedestrian crossing patterns on Main Street needed
Improvement.
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For more information or
guestions regarding this
survey, contact:

SustainableStillwaterMN@gmail.com
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